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A	thousand	splendid	suns	literary	criticism

It	is	well-known	that	parents	will	sacrifice	almost	anything	for	their	children.	They	want	what	is	best	for	them,	so	they	tend	to	place	their	children	above	themselves.	Parents	give	and	give	and	never	expect	anything	in	return	except	the	love	from	their	kids.	There	is	no	limit	to	what	a	parent	can	sacrifice	for	their	kids;	it	can	even	go	as	far	as	giving	up
their	life.	In	“A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns,”	the	two	protagonists,	Mariam	and	Laila,	blindly	sacrifice	their	safety	for	the	good	of	the	ones	they	love.	At	the	beginning	of	the	story,	the	setting	is	set	on	the	outskirts	of	the	town	where	a	woman,	Nana,	and	her	daughter,	Mariam,	live	in	a	hut	secluded	from	society.	Mariam	had	lived	her	whole	life	not
knowing	that	she	was	an	illegitimate	child…show	more	content…Because	Mariam	was	incapable	of	having	children,	Rasheed	bought	himself	a	new	wife,	Laila,	who	was	secretly	pregnant	with	another	man’s	baby.	On	the	night	that	Laila	was	to	consummate	the	marriage,	she	cut	herself	to	make	it	seem	like	she	was	a	virgin,	and	Rasheed	believed	it
completely.	After	the	baby,	Aziza,	was	born,	Rasheed	resented	her	because	it	wasn’t	a	son.	He	became	absolutely	intolerable	to	live	with	because	of	his	harsh	words	and	brutal	beatings.	From	Rasheed’s	abuse,	the	unlikely	allies	of	Mariam	and	Laila	were	born.	They	were	stuck	under	the	same	roof	with	the	same	situation,	so	they	decided	to	help	each
other	out.	Life,	for	them,	was	a	living	Hell,	so	at	least	they	had	each	other	to	lean	on.	Years	after	Laila’s	second	child,	Zalmai,	Rasheed	came	home	extremely	angry	and	started	beating	Mariam	almost	to	the	point	of	death,	but	not	before	Laila	stepped	in.	Together,	they	fought	and	killed	him	for	the	sake	of	the	safety	of	the	children	as	well	as	their	own
well-being.	This	one	action	put	them	in	serious	danger	because	people	would	come	after	them	for	the	murder	of	h-index	(February	2018):	13	i10-index	(February	2018):	19	h5-index	(February	2018):	8	h5-median	(February	2018):	13	Learn	more	Vaxi	Chokshi	Mrs.	Sweeney	Acad	English	IV	29th	April	2014	The	Fight	for	their	Right	Afghan	women
gained	high	visibility	all	over	the	world	after	the	attacks	on	the	World	Trade	Center	and	the	Pentagon.	Literary	works	focusing	on	Afghan	culture	began	to	be	published	shortly.	They	portrayed	Afghan	women	as	passive	victims	of	war	and	violence.	One	such	novel,	A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns	by	Khaled	Hosseini,	portrays	the	women	of	the	Afghan
culture.	The	story	covers	three	decades	of	anti-Soviet	jihad,	civil	war	and	Taliban	tyranny	as	seen	from	the	perspectives	of	two	women.	Its	the	soul-stirring	connection	between	two	victimized	women	that	gives	this	novel	its	battered	heart.	More	specifically,	the	novel	utilizes	feminist	criticism	to	prove	that	Afghan	men	utilize,	exploit,	and	avail	their
women	The	History	of	Afghanistan	has	been	of	political	instability,	war,	infrastructure	devastation,	and	limiting	political	regimes,	says	Azam	Kazemiyan	in	his	book.	The	streets	were	littered	with	glass,	bodies	and	crumpled	chunks	of	metal.	The	author	describes	the	war-torn	conditions	of	Afghanistan	when	he	says,“There	was	looting,	murder,	and,
increasingly,	rape,	which	was	used	to	intimidate	civilians	and	reward	militiamen.	Mariam	heard	of	women	who	were	killing	themselves	out	of	fear	of	being	raped,	and	of	men	who	in	the	name	of	honor,	would	kill	their	wives	or	daughters	if	they’d	been	raped	by	the	militia,”	(Hosseini,	247).	This	illustrates	how	women	had	no	control	over	their	own	lives.
Instead	of	getting	justice	for	being	raped,	the	fathers	and	husbands	killed	them.	The	militiamen	misused	their	power	to	rape	women	and	exercised	their	dominance	over	women.	The	condition	of	women	in	Afghanistan	has	been	miserable	since	the	start	of	Soviet	Afghanistan...	...	middle	of	paper	...	...f	Mariam	just	injured	Rasheed,	he	would	have
certainly	killed	Laila.	Mariam	could	neither	just	stand	there	nor	watch	Rasheed	kill	Laila.	The	only	choice	left	with	her	was	killing	him.	In	the	case	of	Laila	and	Mariam	domination	and	gender,	exploitation	is	considered	an	appalling	reason	for	social	turmoil	and	triggering	this	type	of	fundamental	social	change	comes	when	one	cannot	bare	control	any
longer.	Khaled	Hosseini’s	book,	“A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns”	portrays	how	women	are	dehumanized.	More	specifically,	this	book	portrays	how	Afghan	men	utilize,	exploit,	and	avail	their	women.Afghan	women	are	denied	their	rights.	Men	are	considered	higher	than	women	by	their	gender	role.The	pressure	they	face	to	abide	by	societal	norms	strains
their	individual	lives	and	relationships.	The	narrator	uses	the	feminist	lens	to	describe	social	constraints	on	women	within	the	novel.	Ryan	Ferkel	Mrs.	Reader	Exploring	Fiction	1/2/13	Literary	Analysis	of	A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns	Growing	up	and	living	in	Afghanistan	as	a	woman	has	its	challenges.	Parents	choose	who	can	marry	you	and	they	choose
everything	for	you.	In	this	book,	Laila	and	Mariam	both	show	the	struggles	it	is	to	be	a	girl,	and	how	much	disrespect	they	get	in	Afghanistan.	Both	Mariam	and	Laila	are	married	to	the	same	man,	and	he	is	abusive	to	both	of	them.	They	also	live	under	Taliban	rule,	and	the	rules	that	they	set	are	very	unfair	for	women.	In	Khaled	Hosseni’s	novel,	he	has
many	different	themes	but	the	most	prevalent	one	is	of	woman	inequality,	and	that	is	shown	through	multiple	accounts	of	abuse,	disrespect,	and	unfairness.	While	living	in	A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns	(2007)	,	written	by	Khaled	Hosseini	deals	with	the	political	scenario	of	Soviet-	Afghan	war	that	strike	in	1980’s	and	the	coming	of	the	Talibans	in	1996.
The	themes	includes	violence,	women	in	Afghanistan,	spousal	abuse,	resistance	to	victimization,	war,	Afghan	life	,	marriage.	The	novel	is	an	epic	of	the	country	because	it	shows	the	impact	of	the	political	upheaval	on	the	private	space	of	the	community	.	The	Afghan	and	Soviet	war	had	a	profound	impact	on	Kabul,	the	capital	of	Afghanistan.	Fariba	and
Hakim	and	her	daughter	had	to	displace	to	Pakistan	due	to	the	release	of	Bombs	in	Kabul.	The	pessimistic	view	of	Kabul	is	seen	in	parallel	contrast	to	the	pessimism	of	Fariba.	The	significant	impact	of	the	war	was	that	it	destroyed	the	family	of	Laila	and	her	friend	Giti.	Laila’s	family	was	destroyed	by	the	bomb	and	she	was	fortunately	saved.	Her
friend	Giti	was	also	a	victim	of	the	bomb	blasts.	It	throws	light	into	the	situation	of	the	war	and	its	impact	on	the	private	space	of	life.	In	addition	to	this,	the	rise	of	Talibans	in	the	year	1996	also	have	a	great	impact	on	Kabul.	The	Talibans	asked	woman	to	wear	“Purdah”	and	burqa	while	going	outside.	Many	laws	were	created	and	imposed	on	the
woman	and	education	was	restricted	to	them.	Similarly,	Laila	and	Mariam	wanted	to	escape	from	the	harsh	oppression	from	Rasheed	was	unable	to	escape	due	to	Talibans	strict	laws.	It	left	no	choice	for	them	and	they	were	left	back	to	Rasheed’s	house	who	abuses	them	physically.	Moreover,	the	condition	of	woman	in	the	Afghanistan	is	clearly
depicted.	Mariam	was	a	victim	of	patriarchal	oppression	and	she	was	forcefully	married	to	Rasheed.	She	was	oppressed	in	Rasheed’s	house	and	he	forcefully	had	a	sexual	intercourse	with	her	against	her	consent.	It	is	also	important	to	note	that	the	objectification	of	woman	was	at	its	peak.	Rasheed	said	to	Mariam	that	“a	woman’s	face	is	her	husband’s
business”	and	gives	her	a	burqa	to	wear.	Woman	were	objectfied	as	an	object	in	the	Afghan	society.	Laila’s	patriarchal	space	in	the	family	of	Rasheed	suffered	from	physical	abuse	and	Aziza	was	made	to	beg	on	the	streets	by	Rasheed	to	meet	the	demands	of	a	boy	Hamza.	It	becomes	important	to	note	that	that	the	patriarchal	society	in	Afghan	society
demands	a	boy	rather	than	a	girl	child.	After	the	situation	of	9/11	in	America	the	situation	in	Afghan	got	worse	and	Aziza	was	left	to	an	orphanage	which	clearly	indicates	that	the	girl	child	is	unwelcome	in	the	family	of	Afghan	society.	Click	Here	to	know	Themes	in	Khaled	Hosseini	The	Kite	Runner	–	Please	follow	and	like	us:	This	novel,	“A	thousand
splendid	suns,”	is	taken	place	in	Afghanistan	and	follows	the	life	of	a	girl,	Mariam	who	is	a	little	girl	at	the	beginning.	Mariam	lives	with	her	mother,	Nana	on	the	outskirts	of	Herat,	in	a	small	village	named	Gul	Daman.	Mariam’s	mother	refers	to	her	as	a	“harami”	(bastard)	and	made	her	feel	as	if	she	wasn’t	wanted	from	the	beginning	of	her	life.
Mariam	thought	that	she	as	a	person	would	never	have	a	“legitimate	claim	to	the	things	other	people	had,	things	such	as	love,	family,	home,	and	acceptance.”	Mariam’s	mother	was	a	housekeeper	for	her	father,	Jalil,	a	rich	businessman	who	at	the	time	already	had	children	and	three	wives.	Mariam’s	father	kicked	Nana	out	of	his	house	when	she
became	pregnant	and	built	her	the	kolba	they	live	in,	along	with	the	help	of	his	sons.	Jalil	came	to	visit	and	spend	time	with	Mariam	every	Thursday.	Mariam	looked	forward	to	these	visits	every	week,	she	loved	her	father	and	looked	up	to	him.	Although	Nana	never	said	anything	to	reflect	how	she	felt	about	Jalil	while	he	was	there,	she	never	failed	to
show	the	built	up	resentment	she	had	towards	him	when	he	would	leave.	Mariam	had	a	tutor,	Mullah	Faizullah	who	she	was	very	close	with,	nobody	understood	her	like	him.	He	encourages	Mariam	to	learn	and	tries	to	talk	to	Nana	for	her	about	going	to	school.	For	Mariam’s	birthday,	she	asked	her	father	to	take	her	to	his	cinema	to	see	the	movie
Pinocchio,	but	he	never	showed	to	pick	her	up.	After	letting	some	time	past,	Mariam	decided	to	walk	into	town	to	look	for	Jalil	only	to	find	his	house	and	sit	outside	all	night	because	he	refused	to	let	her	in.	Need	a	custom	essay	on	the	same	topic?	Give	us	your	paper	requirements,	choose	a	writer	and	we’ll	deliver	the	highest-quality	essay!	Order	now
The	next	morning,	one	of	Jalil’s	drivers	took	Mariam	home	and	found	her	mother’s	body	hanging	from	a	tree.	Mariam	had	no	other	choice	but	to	stay	with	her	father	now,	but	not	for	long.	Jalil’s	wives	couldn’t	stand	having	his	bastard	child	around	so	they	arranged	a	marriage	for	her,	to	a	man	named	Rasheed,	a	shoemaker	who	lives	in	Kabul.	Shortly
after	moving	in	with	him,	Mariam	became	pregnant	and	felt	a	happiness	she	had	never	felt.	“When	Mariam	thought	of	this	baby,	her	heart	swelled	inside	of	her.	It	swelled	and	swelled	until	all	the	loss,	all	the	grief,	all	the	loneliness	and	self-abasement	of	her	life	washed	away.”	Rasheed	and	Mariam	visited	a	bathhouse	and	Mariam	had	a	miscarriage.
In	the	next	4	years,	Mariam	experienced	six	more	miscarriages.	At	this	point,	Mariam	could	do	no	right	to	please	her	husband,	he	was	beating	on	her	and	she	lived	in	complete	fear	of	him.	She	felt	that	she	had	failed	him	seven	times.	At	the	end	of	Part	1,	Mariam	made	her	husband	dinner	and	he	believed	the	rice	was	too	hard	so	he	made	her	chew
pebbles	until	he	left,	leaving	her	to	spit	out	blood	and	broken	teeth.	Did	you	like	this	example?	Hire	a	verified	expert	to	write	you	a	100%	Plagiarism-Free	paper
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